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California Standards Tests for K-12 students are in the midst of a transition to the 
administration of Smarter Balanced field tests in spring 2014. The full Smarter Balanced 
assessments will be administered for the first time in the spring of 2015.  In March 2014, 
the State Board of Education suspended the Academic Performance Index (API) until 
2015-16, while the state makes the transition to an API that reflects the Common Core–
based tests.  In 2015-16, the revised API will be implemented, along with new 
requirements for assessments of school performance spelled out in the school funding 
reform legislation (Local Control Funding Formula) signed by Gov. Brown in July 2013.  
 
Full implementation of the new system will be a long-term process, as different pieces of 
the system will be rolled out at different times during the next several years, including 
new curricula and assessments in other subject areas, such as science. 
 
Q: What is the Smarter Balanced Assessment? 
A: The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium has been hired to create the next 
version of academic assessments for California students in grades 3-11.  These 
assessments will align to the California Common Core Standards and will replace the 
STAR test in mathematics and English language arts next year, and eventually for other 
subject areas in the coming years.  
 
Q: What is the timeline for phasing in the new California State tests?  
A: This spring, all public schools in California will participate in a Field Test for grades 
3-8 and 11.  Next school year (2014-2015), the new Smarter Balanced Assessments will 
be fully implemented for Reading/Language Arts and math, and scores will be distributed 
to school districts and parents after the tests are completed.   
 
Q:  When will the Smarter Balance “field tests” be administered in RUSD? 
A:  After Spring Break (April 14-18, 2014) all RUSD students in grades 3-8 will be given 
practice “field test” versions of the Smarter Balanced pilot tests. The actual pilot test 
window is from April 16 – June 6, 2014 so both Bel Aire and Del Mar will design 
schedules within this window.  Since these assessments are web-based, student daily 
schedules will be adjusted over several weeks so that 3rd – 8th grade students can access 
the tests at different times.  RUSD has been testing our bandwidth capabilities and will 
build test schedules to ensure our technology infrastructure can handle the internet traffic 
generated when students are taking the tests online. 
 
Q:  What does it mean to “field test” the Smarter Balanced items? 
A:  A Field Test is a dress rehearsal of the test item bank created by Smarter Balanced to 
make sure they are valid, reliable, and fair measures.  The field tests will also allow 
California schools the opportunity to test their technology and logistics for administering 
this type of electronic assessment.   
 
Q:  How much time will RUSD students spend on the Smarter Balanced field tests? 



A.  Students in grades 3-4-5 will spend approximately 90 minutes each on math and 
English/Language arts (ELA) questions, and students in grades 6-7-8 will spend 120 
minutes on these portions of the pilot tests.  All tests will be completed on either a 
computer or an iPad.  RUSD students in grades 4 and 7 will also complete one 
performance demonstration task for ELA, and students in grades 3, 5, 6, and 8 will 
complete one performance demonstration in math.  Each performance task is estimated to 
take approximately 90 minutes but can be administered over multiple days.   
 
Q:  What happened to the STAR state assessments used the past 12 years in 
California? 
A:  The STAR assessment program was terminated by the California State Board of 
Education this school year so that resources could be redirected for public school districts 
to provide feedback on the Smarter Balanced Pilot assessment.  The only STAR 
assessments still in use for 2014 are the tests that measure students’ performance in 
science in 5th and 8th grades.  Schools and parents will receive results on the science tests 
next summer.  
 
Q. Will the Smarter Balanced Assessments be a better measure of our child’s academic 
capabilities? 
A.  We expect the new test to be a rigorous, accurate gage of our students academic 
abilities.   But, the Smarter Balanced Assessment will be different from California's 
previous STAR tests in several ways:  

• Tests are designed to be “adaptive”, which means they will challenge all students 
at their individual level of readiness and difficulty will adjust depending on how 
well the students are doing. 

• The tests are aligned to the new Common Core State Standard for ELA and math 
that were adopted in the summer of 2010.  The new standards emphasize critical-
thinking and problem-solving skills, and students will be asked to defend their 
answers for some of the performance tasks.  

• The new test will have different types of questions than the STAR assessments. 
Instead of a multiple-choice-only test, students now will be asked to explain their 
answers, write essays, and defend their positions. 

• The new tests are web-based and will be administered on a computer or iPad.   
 


